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VOL. 129 
NO. 6
O C T O B E R  14, 2015 ♦ SINCE 1887 SPERA IN D E O  H O P E  COLLEGE ♦ HOLLAND, M I C H I G A NDavid Brooks gives 
colloquium speech
Alox Bellca self-promotion while devaluing
C a m p u s  C o -Editor
On Sept. 30, David Brooks, 
author and New York Times 
columnist, delivered a speech 
as part of Hope College’s 
Presidential Colloquium
series entitled, “The Value 
and Relevance of a Faith- 
Based Liberal Arts Education 
in the 21st Century.” At the 
event, Brooks was awarded 
an honorary doctorate by 
President Knapp and the Board 
of Trustees “for being a great 
thinker and a voice of reason in 
the public square.”
Brooks’ speech, delivered to 
a packed Dimnent Memorial 
Chapel, made the case for the 
importance of introspection 
and morality in life, arguing 
that a religiously-informed 
liberal arts education can be 
invaluable in providing one 
with the tools to live a full life.
According to Brooks, society, 
as a whole has placed too much 
value on career success and
humility and moral language.
"Researchers have found 
that the mean narcissism 
score for Americans has gone 
up 30 percent in the last ten 
years,” Brooks said. “Fame is 
now of greatest importance; 
the majority of young people 
would rather be Justin Bieber's 
personal assistant than the 
president of Harvard College.”
Meanwhile, Brooks argued 
that evidence points to a decline 
in moral thinking, as moral 
language falls out of fashion.
“Google’s Ngram tool, which 
tracks word usage over time, 
shows that the use of words 
expressing moral concepts such 
as ‘hero’ have declined while 
use of economic language is 
up,” Brooks said. “Many have 
lost their ability to think in 
moral terms.”
He noted that when a 
researcher from Notre Dame 
asked students to identify their 
last moral dilemma, 70 percent 
see Brooks, page 2H o p e  service organization striking a chord
Co-ed A P O  chapter focuses on helping campus, community, nation, beyond
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APO —  Students w h o  are looking for a chance to volunteer, while being part of a nationally- 
recognized organization, can rush for Alpha Phi O m e g a  this coming spring.
Alek Molenaar
C a m p u s  C o -Editor 
© A l e k m o l e
"I don’t know what your 
destiny will be, but one thing I 
do know: the only ones among 
you who will be really happy 
are those who have sought 
and found how to serve," said 
Dr. Albert Schweitzer (1875- 
1965), a philosopher, physi­
cian and humanitarian, as well 
as Nobel Peace Prize winner 
in 1952 and the Alpha Phi 
Omega 1958 fall pledge class 
namesake.
This quote accurately rep­
resents Alpha Phi Omega 
(APO), a national service fra­
ternity. APO is a co-ed service 
fraternity that currently has 
an active chapter at Hope Col­
lege. Their motto is “To serve 
the Fraternity, Campus, Com­
munity and Nation.”The three 
Cardinal Principles are lead­
ership, friendship and service. 
There are about 25 members, 
eight of which are in positions 
of power among the fraternity. 
Rush for this fraternity occurs 
once every semester, where
students must participate in 
at least one service and one 
social event. Then they may 
bid to become a pledge. The 
recent events that APO has 
put on have been their grilled 
cheese sale and a Red Cross 
blood drive.
Look forward to the works 
they perform this November, 
as APO will participate in their 
National Service Week pro­
gram. The theme for this year 
is “literacy for all.” Nov. 1-7 
they will focus on improving 
literacy for adults throughout 
the week. In the spring, the 
group will provide service for 
youths as a part of their youth 
service day, which will take 
place April 15-17, 2016. The 
goal is to improve the lives of 
the surrounding youth while 
encouraging them to be the 
next generation of volunteers.
"Enlisting young people in 
community service is one of 
the most important tasks we 
face as we enter a new century. 
... We  have a solemn obligation 
to preserve the rich heritage 
they have bequeathed to us. ...
By teaching young people the 
joys of service to others; we 
make good citizenship a vital, 
transforming and continuing 
aspect of our national char­
acter," said General Colin L. 
Powell, founder of America's 
Promise.
These are just the big op­
portunities for the members 
of APO to participate in. Mak­
ing a significant impact on the 
lives of others is a critical task 
that this fraternity completes. 
A P O ’s huge national confer- 
ence is in 2016 at Pittsburg,
Pennsylvania. This confer­
ence is four days long and pro­
vides many hands-on benefits 
to members from courses to 
lectures to meeting the board 
of APO. If you’re interested, 
check out their impending 
rush in the spring._________
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A  long run for Hope College’s music building c a m e  to 
an end last week.
PageG
SPORTS
No bogies for these teams
Hope College’s m e n ’s and w o m e n ’s golf teams cap­
tured the MIAA conference title.
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T his W e e k a t  H o p e
Thursday Oct. 15
Architecture for the Poor 
The St. Benedict Forum is hosting a 
speech by architect Duncan G. Stroik 
about the appropriate architecture 
for churches in poor nations. Should 
they be ornate and inspirational or 
humble to preserve recourses?
Friday Oct. 16
Fall Crawl
Takes place from 1 - 6 p.m.
S A C  Dodgeball Tournament
Devos Fieldhouse starting at 8 p.m.
Tuesday Oct. 20
Careers In Chemical Engineer­
ing
Dr. Michael Misovich will present 
Information on career opportunities 
for chemical engineers and describe 
Hope’s chemical engineering empha­
sis program.
In  B rief
SLEEPING UNDER THE STARS IN THE PINE GROVE
Habitat for Humanity is 
hosting their “Sleep in the Pine 
Grove” event to raise awareness 
for homelessness on Wednesday,. 
Oct. 14. Habitat for Humanity 
uses volunteers to build homes for 
people who are in need. The homes 
they provide are not entirely free; 
applicants must attend mortgage 
and finance classes in order to be 
considered for a new home. The 
classes are based so that applicants 
understand all the ins and outs 
of homecare both physically and 
financially before being allowed 
to live in it. Students will sleep 
outside in the Pine Grove using 
cardboard boxes and duct tape to 
make “homes” for themselves for 
the night. The event starts at 7 p.m.
ALICE IN WONDERLAND AUDITIONS
The Dance Department is 
having auditions for “Alice in 
Wonderland.” Students with or 
without dance experience are 
invited to tryout. The auditions 
are from 7:30-9 p.m. in the Dow 
Auditorium.
DANCE MARATHON 5K
The Dance Marathon 5k is 
this Saturday at 10 a.m. The race 
begins at DeVos Fieldhouse. Join 
the cause, and support the Helen 
DeVos Children’s Hospital. Staff 
and faculty sign-up is $30 and 
$20 for students. The registration 
fee includes a t-shirt.
QUIDDITCH
Come join Hope College’s 
Quidditch players this Saturday 
at the Van Raalte Institute 
Commons. The match starts at 
1 p.m. The group repeats this 
every Saturday unless otherwise 
notified.
SAC FILM SERIES
There are two chances to see 
the SAC movie of the week! 
Come watch this Friday at either 
8 p.m. or 10:30 p.m.
N e w  York Times columnist extols virtues of the liberal arts
♦ Brooks, from page 1  yourself; you’re probably not the
next Aristole. ...
could not. "A faith-based liberal arts
Brooks postulated that the education is about planting these 
liberal arts and Ancient Greek seeds that will someday blossom 
ideas it exposes a student to into inner joy,” Brooks said. “You 
are a cure for moral ignorance, won’t necessarily leave college 
planting the seeds of a more with everything figured out, but 
meaningful life capable of someday, maybe 10, 20 or even 
introspection. Brooks credits 30 years down the road, I believe 
his own ability to think deeply these seeds will finally bloom.” 
about his life and issues to the Brooks’ speech did not only 
philosophy he was exposed to in focus on praising the virtues of 
the works of Aristotle and other a liberal arts education; he also 
great thinkers while attending provided the audience with 
the University of Chicago. other advice while sprinkling in
“One of the mistakes that a good touch of humor along the 
institutions of higher learning way.
today make is that they “Every person I know who is 
encourage students to develop truly successful is very devoted 
their own philosophy. I think to four things: their faith, their 
you should adopt one present spouse, their vocation and their 
in these great written works,” community,” he said.
Brooks said. “Don’t be too full of Brooks ended the colloquium
P hoto courtesy of Hope Public A ffairs &  M arketing
LIBERAL ARTS A N D  G O D  —  Brooks gave his Sept. 30 
speech on the value of a faith-based liberal arts education.
by extolling the students present “If students come out of a 
to not be overly worried about place like this seeking a loving 
financial success and instead God, and the tools we give them 
think about their relationship enable that, we really don’t care 
with God. how much they make,” he said.
SERIOUS DELIVERY!
TO FIND THE LOCATION NEAREST YOU 
VISIT JIMMYJOHNS.COM
©2014 JIMMY JOHN'S FRANCHISE. LLC ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
At U N  Summit, China pledges billions for sustainable development and global green energy investment
Ryan Skowronek
G u e s t W riter
At the United Nations Global 
Summit, Chinese president Xi 
Jinping announced that China 
would absolve the debts of the 
world’s least-developed, heavily- 
indebted nations.
In addition, he has pledged 
$2 billion in aid to achieve 
the U.N.’s new global goals 
for sustainable development 
in the areas of education, 
healthcare and economic 
growth. Under the previous 
millennium development goals, 
the monumental transition of 
Chinese families from the poor 
into the middle class assured the 
record-breaking reduction in 
global poverty.
The U.N. endeavors to 
eliminate poverty and world 
hunger by 2030. At the Summit, 
Salil Shetty, head of Amnesty 
International, said, “The 
sustainable development goals 
present a compass for decent 
jobs, for justice, for humanity. As 
a civil society, we will stand with 
the poor and marginalized at all 
costs. We will hold governments 
and businesses to account.”
China plans to assist in 600 
international projects over 
the next five years. “Peace and
development remain the two 
major themes of the times" 
said President Xi. The Chinese 
government “will continue 
to increase investment in the 
least developed countries.” 
This came after President Xi 
recently proposed a $3.1 billion 
climate change policy to help 
developing countries reduce 
their greenhouse gas emissions, 
surpassing President Obama’s $3 
billion pledge to the U.N.’s Green 
Climate Fund during last year’s 
Group of 20 major economies 
(G-20) forum in Brisbane.
Of course, there are other 
incentives for Chinese actions 
beyond the U.N.’s development 
goals. China has established 
itself as Africa’s primary trade 
associate, exchanging nearly 
$160 billion in goods per year. 
More than one million Chinese 
laborers and traders have 
immigrated to the continent in 
the last ten years, with over 1,000 
agricultural experts serving in 
several nations and training 
African agricultural officials and 
technicians to modernize the 
sector.
The Chinese Ministry of 
Agriculture has provided $600 
million in assistance to the 
agricultural sector since 2002 
in order to prompt a “green
revolution,” a process of rapid 
increase in production that 
results from the donation of 
advanced biotechnology and 
machinery, large-scale irrigation 
projects, improved managerial 
skills and pragmatic rural 
reform.
China is home to 19 percent 
of the world’s population, but 
only seven percent of total 
arable land. Climate change 
has caused an estimated loss of 
about nine million hectares of 
Chinese farmland between 1995 
and 2007.
Following the Great Famine, 
China’s economic boom has 
allowed for the enterprise of 
agricultural overseas businesses. 
Now, China has set its sights 
on the fertile and scarcely- 
populated African plains as 
a solution to its rising food 
demands and decreasing arable 
farmland.
Many Africans are suspicious 
of Chinese firms, concerned 
about underhanded deals, 
potential environmental damage 
and the seemingly two-faced, 
business-minded imperialism 
carried out in the name of 
goodwill.
However, Chinese foreign 
minister, Wang Yi, reassured 
that China “absolutely will not
take the old path of Western 
colonists.” Thus far, it is true 
that China has had little 
diplomatic influence on the 
shifting geopolitical landscape 
of Africa, failing to end the 
South Sudanese civil war that 
endangered its oil supply.
From China's perspective, 
good deeds should receive 
their due compensation. They 
are beginning to establish 
African dependence on its 
industry by importing African 
primary goods and selling 
back manufactured ones, 
without transferring the 
skills or knowledge to expand 
their businesses’ ventures. 
Nevertheless, most budding 
African nations, with the 
notable exceptions of Ethiopia 
and Rwanda, align with 
Western free-market ideas 
rather than China’s corporatist 
development model.
Photo courtesy of W ikipedia
FACE OF W O R L D  LEAD­
ER —  President Xi Jinping of 
the People’s Republic of Chi­
na. Since assuming power in 
March 14, 2013, he has led 
sweeping campaigns against 
corruption and has central­
ized the government’s power 
and organization.
^  2015
^  ‘ ^  T i m e  F O R
G L O B A L  A C T i O n
FOR PEDCLE ATO PLATET
Photo courtesy of the United Nations
AMBITIOUS GOALS OF AN AMBITIOUS ORGANIZA­
TION —  The U.N. has Its eyes set on the elimination of global 
poverty and hunger by the end of the mid-21st century. The 
2 0 1 5  summit focused on implementation of these lofty goals.T e a m  finds key e n z y m e  in alcoholism
A  protein critical for production of inhibitory molecules also plays role in reward-seeking and addiction
Alex Swain
C o -Editor W o r l d  
© D N A A lexS w a i n
Ethanol, a two-carbon-long 
alcohol, is one of the human 
species favorite drugs. Indeed, it 
has been a staple in most societies 
since the dawn of civilization. 
It has, in various forms, been 
used as replacements for water 
too putrid to drink. It has been 
utilized as a social lubrication 
from the smallest of family 
gatherings to the most luxurious 
meetings of the political elite. 
Like many pleasure-inducing 
chemicals, it carries with it 
a powerful ability to form an 
addiction.
Alcoholism, otherwise
known as Alcohol Use Disorder, 
is a chronic condition wherein a 
person experiences a necessity 
to use alcohol to maintain a 
state of “normal” functioning. 
Often the individual tethered to 
the molecule experiences severe 
physiological and emotional 
withdrawal symptoms when 
deprived of alcohol. The 
chemical hijacks neural 
pathways critical to feeling 
“normal” and alters them in 
such a way that the feeling of 
normal joy and happiness can 
not be obtained without the use 
of alcohol.
This process of addiction 
begins when ethanol is 
metabolized by the body. As 
the compound is broken down, 
it and a byproduct known as
acetaldehyde bind to neurons 
located in a critical reward 
pathway of the brain known as 
the mesolimbic reward pathway. 
These neurons, when activated, 
release large amounts of 
dopamine, a chemical compound 
that is related to motivation and 
reward-seeking.
As we are animals, these 
feelings of arousal and reward 
drive us to use the substance yet 
again, to obtain those positive 
feelings. When uncontrolled, 
the neurons may become 
permanently dependent on 
alcohol to release dopamine in 
these brain regions, such that, 
without the stimulus of alcohol, 
very little dopamine is released.
A team of scientists looking 
into the molecular mechanisms 
of alcohol addiction have recently 
discovered some fascinating 
and novel events that take place 
during addiction. The study 
was published in the journal of 
science, and was led by Jae-Ick 
Kim of Standford University.
Previous research has 
shown that the neurons 
that release dopamine, a 
stimulatory molecule, in this 
particular region of the brain 
simultaneously release gamma- 
aminobutyric acid (GABA), an 
inhibitory neurotransmitter. It 
is thought that this release of 
GABA helps mediate the effect 
of dopamine such that average 
events that happen to motivate 
us do not, often, cause us to
become addicted to them.
More recently, the team found 
that by blocking an enzyme 
important to the metabolism 
of a class of compounds called 
aldehydes that they could 
induce mice with little exposure 
to alcohol to express symptoms 
of alcoholism seen in mice 
exposed to several bouts of 
“binge drinking.” When enzyme 
function was restored, the 
preference for alcohol returned 
to “normal” levels.
It has been observed that this 
enzyme, ALDHlal, is important 
to the production of the highly 
important inhibitory molecule 
GABA. In fact, they observed 
that the neurons that rely heavily 
on the activity of ALDHlal 
are powerfully associated with 
regions that are implicated in 
addiction.
These findings, of course, 
effect the way that addiction is 
understood, both scientifically 
and ethically. If enzymes critical 
in the production of modulatory 
neurotransmitters are
malfunctioning in individuals, 
then it would naturally 
predispose these people 
to addiction and addictive 
substances because their body 
simply cannot attenuate the 
overwhelmingly satisfying 
power of dopamine release.
It further suggests potential 
treatments for individuals with 
alcoholism. According to the 
study's authors, if medication or
novel treatments could increase 
the enzyme to higher levels 
then medical treatment for
alcoholism would be achieved, 
though such treatment is many 
years away.
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Turkey in grief
Bombings in Ankara shock the nation
Idil Ozer
W o r l d  N e w s  C o -Edptor
Mesut Mak: It seems to be 
just a name on the paper, that 
most of the people in the world 
can’t pronounce. However, he 
was more than a name: Mak 
was a loving husband to a young 
woman and a father to a little 
girl. He was 'terminated at the 
Ankara b'oihbiiigs.
Ays^ e’ beMz: Just another 
name on the casualties list. She 
was die Kurdish Party represen- 
tetive in one of the metropoli­
tan cities of Turkey. As a female 
Kurdish leader at 25, she had a 
bright future and much to look 
forward to. Like Mak, her body 
was wiped out at the Ankara 
bombings.
Veysel Atilgan: He was nine 
years old when he lost his life at 
the peace rallies in Ankara. As 
one of the younger participants, 
he passed away with his father,
Ibrahim Atilgan, while mother 
Nezahat Atilgan survived the 
bombings. She was last seen 
trying to cover up her son’s se­
verely damaged body with the 
torn “peace” flags.
Casualties of any attack nev­
er remains in numbers or name 
lists, they resonate in a mother’s 
scream, in a brother's silent col-
lapse or in a close friend's groan. sions tbelr blockage of am-
On Oct.'lO, 86'peopK's loved bulance arrivals and firing tear 
ones unveUed their pain at the gaS; as welI as plastic bullets at
on the probability of the attacks 
linked to Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party, the press conference PKK 
hosted morning of the bomb­
ings automatically eliminated 
them from being the culprit. The 
coincidental call for temporary 
cease-fire’s main purpose was 
to calm the tensions before the 
early general elections on No­
vember 1.
The lack of security forces at 
the peace rallies attracted atten­
tion on different platforms.
This was the third attack that 
targeted the civilians within a 
four-month period and that has 
raised questions about the pub­
lic security measures Turkish 
government takes to protect its 
citizens.
The first two bombings re­
sulted in 37 deaths and 400 inju­
ries. Despite the public outrage, 
no government officials have 
made an attempt to resign or ad­
dress concerns.
Including the Ankara bomb­
ing incident, which was on Oct. 
10 around 10 a.m., every violent 
event on macro levels was fol­
lowed up by ban of YouTube, 
Twitter, Facebook and other 
social media platforms, per the 
Turkish government’s request.
Two bomb blasts were fol­
lowed up by security forces' 
intrusion, which flared up ten-
same time: Ankara bombings’ 
casualties are 97 dead, 186 
wounded.
Acknowledged as one of the 
most fatal attacks in Turkish 
history, the responsible parties 
for the bombings have not been 
designated; however, there have 
been many speculations by ma­
jor media outlets, as well as the 
government officials.
Turkish Prime Minister Ah­
met Davutoglu claimed that 
there are strong indications the 
attack was carried out by suicide 
bombers, yet the actions could 
not be linked to a particular or­
ganization.
Davutoglu also did not re­
frain from stating that the Is­
lamic State organization tops 
the suspect list.
As many raised questions
the peace rally participants.
In the midst of the turmoil, it 
has been reported that the Turk­
ish President's phone was rung 
by numerous world leaders, 
with American President Barack 
Obama being one of them.
According to various media 
sources, Obama reassured Erdo- 
gan that Turkey is not alone in 
the fight against terrorism.
As the unexpected sympathy 
from the international commu­
nity swooned the Turkish gov­
ernment, the horrifying event 
seem to cause an abrupt change 
in diplomatic relations, as Erdo- 
gan has been notorious for turn­
ing his back on the rest of the 
world with his bold statements.
The investigations continue 
as the government continuously 
ask for patience from its citizens.
Photo courtesy of associated press
OUTRAGE CONTINUES IN TURKEY- People mourn next 
to the coffin of Fatma Esen, 18, a mother of two, and a victim 
of the Ankara bombing attacks, during a funeral In Istanbul. 
Turkish Investigators are close to identifying one of the sui­
cide bombers In Turkey’s deadliest attacks In years, Prime 
Minister A h m e t  Davutoglu said, adding that the Islamic State 
group w a s  the “number 1  priority” of the Investigation.
Flu Vaccine for H o p e  Students is n o w  available!
(Flu vaccine is coveted under the HopeHealth benefit for Full-time students! Part-time students may have the fee placed onto their student account or pay at the time of service)
__
No appointment needed at the following:
W e d  - October 7 @  VanderWerf 4:00 - 6:00 p m
Thur - October 15 @  Science Center 10:30 a m  -12:30 pm
Tue - October 20 @  Cook Hall 5:00 - 7:00 pm
W e d  - October 28 @  Phelps dining (Maas side) 4:00 - 6:00 pm
Tue - November 3 @  Dykstra Hall 6:00 - 8:00 pm
Thur - November 12 @  Science Center 2:00 - 4:00 pm
Individual appointments available by calling 
616-395-7585
The U N  w e e k  in review
A  comprehensive overview of General Assembly’s meetings
Gabrielle Barber
G u e s t W riter
On Monday, Sept. 28, the 
United Nations General Assem­
bly met at the U N  Headquarters 
in New York City for what is 
mown as “U.N. Week.”
The General Assembly met 
or the 70th time to discuss 
world issues related to interna- 
lional peace and security.
The meeting included discus- 
ion on the Syrian conflict, the 
slamic State and the rise of ex- 
remism in the Middle East, as 
well as the migrant crisis.
President Obama presented 
the opening speech where he 
:riticized Russia for their sup­
port of Assad in Syria while 
defending diplomacy as the 
nethod for solving international 
disputes.
Obama mentioned that the 
United States would work with 
my nation, including Iran and 
Russia, to solve the civil war in 
Syria.
However, he also asked that 
President Assad not stay in of- 
ice.
The Russian response to the 
Syrian recommended conflict 
was to issue a global fight back 
n the style of World War III.
However, this fight back 
would be alongside Assad's gov- 
?rnment. Therefore, the United
States was not originally in 
support of this. After some 
debate, the U.S. government 
has agreed to consider a deal 
with Russia and Iran fight­
ing against ISIS in Syria, that 
keeps President Assad staying 
in power.
Another issue that was dis­
cussed this week in the Gen­
eral Assembly was the pro­
motion of a Nuclear Test-Ban 
Treaty that would halt the 
testing of nuclear weapons.
U.N. Secretary General 
Ban Ki-Moon stated that this 
Test-Ban Treaty could be the 
“circuit breaker” that would 
lead to the end of nuclear 
weapons.
It was discussed that 
through not producing new 
weapons, the nuclear arms 
race and use of nuclear weap­
ons would eventually end.
The decision concluded as 
the Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty 
proposed in 1996 by the U.N. 
would be revised to be more 
updated and relevant in to­
day’s age.
Cuban President Raul Cas­
tro made his first U.N. speech 
since reestablishing diplo­
matic relations with the U.S. 
this week. He said the “long 
and complicated” process 
of reconciling with the U.S. 
could only he completed if
the U.S. lifted its economic em­
bargo and relinquished its naval 
base at Guantanamo Bay.
However, it is reportedly un­
likely that Congress would lift the 
embargo without evidence that 
Cuba is changing politically.
President Obama and Presi­
dent Castro met privately on the 
Tuesday of U.N. Week to talk 
about Cuban-American relations. 
Any further progress is still to be 
determined.
The migrant crisis was also one 
of the topic at the meetings. Sec­
retary-General Ban encouraged 
the international community to 
come together in order to help 
solve the migrant crisis.
He urged for creative solutions 
and cooperation.
It was highly encouraged that 
countries open their borders and 
allow migrants to seek refuge in 
their countries.
Ban repeated the importance 
of solving the crisis in order to 
reduce the inhumane effects the 
migrant crisis has had on the 
world.
Overall, the meetings of the 
U.N. General Assembly the past 
week covered many world issues, 
big and small.
While no big decisions were 
made, steps toward solving 
international issues, such as the 
migrant crisis and Syrian war,
T h e  Christians’: A  student’s perspective
Photos by Erik A lberg
T H E  CHRISTIANS’ OPENS 2015-16 SEASON -  This 
play offers a thought-provoking look inside a Christian belief 
system encountering change.
Dorothy Mitchell
G u e s t W riter
When I first heard of this 
play after reading a Sept. 3 New 
York Times article titled, "Lucas 
Hnath's 'The Christians' Tackles 
a Schism Among the Flock," I 
was skeptical. “The Christians” 
is about a church split after head 
pastor Paul tries to overturn the 
doctrine of heaven and hell that 
was held by his megachurch 
congregation over the course of 
a single sermon, which leads to a 
confrontation between Paul and 
his associate pastor, Joshua. The 
congregation, forced to choose 
between the two leaders, is con­
fused and left to wrestle with 
their faith; a number of them 
leave.
In my experience, when the 
media bothers to include Chris­
tianity in its creations at all, the 
portrayal of Christianity often 
ranges from the embrace of all 
things trite and pious to a dis­
missive and disdainful critique 
of a faith that the authors and 
directors do not seem to have 
even attempted to understand. 
It was the latter option that wor­
ried me.
Schism is one of the messiest, 
most painful things to happen 
to a church, and it would be so 
easy to paint the church as full 
of monsters. Even in stories with 
happier premises, nuance is 
hard to find. There is rarely any 
middle ground shown between 
the saints and the charlatans, 
though the truth is that Chris­
tians are only human. However, 
once I read the aforementioned 
article, Hnath's unwillingness to 
let his personal beliefs influence 
his audience's opinion of the 
play put some of my concerns 
to rest, and I knew that I had to 
check it out for myself.
The play's grounded sense 
of reality started with its set­
ting. Stepping into the theater 
to watch "The Christians," the 
setup felt so eerily similar to 
a real church auditorium that 
I began to second-guess what 
was required of me as a theater 
audience member. As the choir 
filed in and began to sing, lyrics 
superimposed over the pretty 
nature pictures displayed by 
the television overhead, I won­
dered: Should I stand? Should 
I clap? Should I sing? Should I 
speak out? I watched myself lest 
I become so relaxed that I would 
start going through the motions, 
causing discomfort to the ac­
tors and the audience. That this 
wasn't a real church, only the 
illusion of one, was somehow 
difficult to remember, and I was 
impressed.
Once the drama began, I did 
not remain relaxed for long. As 
church battles often are, the 
staged conversations quickly be­
came heated and intense, even 
exhausting. It could be difficult 
to watch, particularly for those 
unaccustomed to listening to 
religious debates or without an 
interest in Christian doctrine.
In the end, "The Christians"
confounded my negative ex­
pectations and embraced the 
human drama with optimism 
and realism. Having witnessed 
church conflicts in action and 
having listened to stories of fam­
ily members who have served in 
ministry, I thought the conflicts, 
and the ways they came about, 
were true to life. Each person's 
beliefs and the reasoning behind 
them, too, were well-articulated 
for all sides of the debate on 
heaven and hell.
During the discussion host­
ed after the play, the audience 
noted that a powerful sense of 
love between all the characters 
permeated the entire play and 
drove up the stakes. No schism 
can take place without acciden­
tally hurting people and risking 
broken relationships, but never­
theless, despite their doctrinal 
differences, all the characters 
wanted to remain in fellowship 
with one another and wished to 
understand one another.
The Saturday post-play dis­
cussion was excellent. Each 
Hope professor explained his or 
her perspective on the play and 
brought his or her expertise to 
the table, as they all discussed 
the psychology of belief and how 
difficult it is to change beliefs.
Religion Professor David 
Cunningham's comments were 
particularly insightful as he de­
scribed the evolution of tradi­
tional church beliefs, including 
Jewish tradition and purgatory, 
and how those debates were re­
flected (or not) in the play. One 
perspective that was not men­
tioned in the play itself but is 
useful to consider in light of that 
it is the official definition that 
heaven is where God is, and hell 
is where God is not. And per­
haps God does not send people
anywhere; perhaps people send 
themselves. “The Christians” 
reminds us all that there is no 
perfect church, no perfect pas­
tor and no perfect congregant. 
When people stumble, it is easy 
to accuse others of operating out 
of sinful desires and manipulat­
ing us. The flip-side of the coin 
is that the hurt can be uninten­
tional, coming out of immatu­
rity and a lack of foresight and 
it takes time and discernment to 
know which it is.
A  lot of Christians, particu­
larly new ones, are scared of en­
countering hypocrisy, but if they 
think church is an absolute safe- 
haven from occasional disagree­
ment, greed or selfishness, then 
they will not find one. Therefore, 
I think it is important to find out 
what a conflict among Christian 
brethren can look like through a 
play like this than to experience 
one and become disillusioned. 
Still, there is much growth to 
be found in the experience. I 
hope this play can empower 
Christians to stand up to their 
church authorities or their fel­
low congregants and speak what 
is on their minds to exhort one 
another to have faith in one an­
other as well as in God. Though 
we argue, it must be done in 
love or else we are nothing more 
than noisy gongs or clanging 
cymbals.
“The Christians” will contin­
ue to be shown on Oct. 14-17 at 
7:30 p.m. On October 14th, the 
post-discussion panelists will 
be Chris Dorsey, Lynn Japinga 
and Rich Ray; on October 15th, 
Wayne Brouwer, Greg Dykhouse 
and Linda Knieriemen; October 
16th, Stephen Hemenway and 
David Stubbs; October 17th, 
Steve Bouma Prediger, Beth 
Carroll and Patrice Rankine.
Weir’s T h e  Martian’ blasts into theaters
cL -ct- 4^  -cL
Elijah Yang
G ue st W riter
Ever wondered what it 
would feel like to be stranded 
by your own team after you 
were presumed dead on Mars 
and be forced to try to survive 
in a world unknown? Botanist 
Mark Watney didn't just won­
der about it, he went through 
all of it in “The Martian." It’s 
"Apollo 13 meets Castaway,” as 
many critics are calling it, and 
it is perhaps by far the best film 
I’ve seen this year.
The film proves to be a 
very fun and thrilling journey 
that stays grounded while still 
maintaining such gravitas (no 
pun intended). Even in space, it 
manages to grip onto that hu­
man emotional territory, and I 
will proclaim that this genre re­
ally reached beyond the stars, 
much more than the meta­
physical complex trapping of 
"Interstellar," and a whole lot 
more than the bleak synopsis 
of James Cameron’s “Avatar.”
Based on the novel of the 
same name by Andy Weir, 
Matt Damon plays Watney, 
who is incorrectly presumed 
dead during a Mars mission 
and is left there. For this rea­
son, Watney goes into a life- 
or-death battle against nature, 
while back on Earth NASA 
learns of Watney’s survival and 
does everything in their hands 
to bring him back home. There 
is nothing too complex in this 
plot, as it is very straightfor­
ward, concise and laconically 
to the point. Drew Goddard, 
the film’s screenwriter, worked 
out a fine print on the dialogue, 
with quite a few comical mo­
ments, too.
Director Ridley Scott is the 
man who overlooked and craft­
ed the film. He is best known for 
“Gladiator” and "Prometheus." 
Ridley Scott may have had his 
ups and downs from the previ­
ous years, but it’s this film that 
redeems his directorial career. 
I'll even go far to say that this 
film is his best work yet since 
“Kingdom Of Heaven.”
Damon also gives his all in 
marking this film as his best 
performance. With Damon 
and Scott collaborating well 
together, we're seeing a jour­
ney being made in both spaces, 
allowing us to consider what it 
means to be human and how 
much we are willing to fight for 
what we beheve. I applaud the 
two for making this point. It's 
quite an immense adventure, 
deep and equally as vast as the 
landscape of Mars itself.
Let me take this chance to 
commend what the film has 
masterfully done. The acting 
performances were beyond 
phenomenal and has such a 
wide range as well, with Jessica 
Chastain, Jeff Daniels, comedi­
an Kristen Wiig and Chiwetel 
Ejiofor.
I was also astonished by the 
visual effects, which actually 
looked real, without a single 
distinction of being aware of 
any visuals. I don’t know much 
about science, but the setting 
of Mars seemed very accurate 
and surely took more than just 
time and effort to not only ex­
plain but demonstrate also. 
I don't know what the film 
would've looked like in 3D, but 
I'm sure the visuals would be 
just as stunning and captivat­
ing. However, the redness and 
brightness of Mars may blind 
you through those glasses.
This film exceeded my ex­
pectations by 100 percent 
by seeing the best of perfor­
mances, a well-written script, 
a perfected handling job as 
director, and the likeability of 
Damon. It could be a worthy 
contender for the Oscars. If the 
visual effects aren't nominated, 
let alone win, I don’t know 
what will. Whatever the case, 
that won't hinder my thoughts 
about this dazzling search- 
and-rescue adventure. It some­
what makes me want to go to 
space, just as long as I’m  not 
presumed dead, or even worse, 
stranded on Mars.
HIT NOVEL HITS THEATERS -  Andy Weir's bestselling 
science-fiction novel Is brought to life with Matt D a m o n  fill­
ing the shoes of stranded astronaut M a r k  Watney.
Remembering
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“Nykerk was fun—there was no sound-proofing, so you 
always heard the music happening. You could hear it flit­
tering out of rooms. I think that is what I miss the most;
it was a great place to work with students. However, I 
like that pieces of Nykerk have made its way into the new 
building” -Professor Gabe Southard
Nykerk was a central place on campus 
that allowed everyone to meet to wor­
ship God through music. Its open access 
reminded me ol heaven; the doors are 
always open to those who have the key.” 
-Joel Klopfenstein (17)
“Nykerk was like a home to me. It was where 
I spent 98 percent of all my time. In there 
I was challenged academically, socially and 
emotionally. I laughed, cried, screamed, 
danced and sang in every room in that build­
ing. Most of my memories happened in that 
place, and it was really sad to see it torn 
down. I’m  so thankful to have the new build- 
ingl But it was still bittersweet, and part of 
me will always be a Nykerk loyalist.” 
-Jamie Steinman (’ 16)
WICHERS AUD
I As a part of the Centennial Decade Master Plan, 
iWynand Wichers Auditorium w a s  added In 1970, 
ilnamed after the former college president.
.........
^  '
“For me il was always a pLw 
that was comfortable to be a 
musician. 1 wasn’t so uptight 
it felt like there were more 
opportunities for me to be 
relaxed because it was so loved 
and used. Yes, it was small, and 
the acoustics weren’t the best, 
but I wasn’t there for that; 1 
was there for the character ol a 
building.” - Jessy Vlisides (’17)
In 2000, an organ 
studio was added to 
N\ kcrk.
The beloved Nykerk building when it still stood.
Photo courtesy oe Hope Public A ffairs &  M arketing
C a m p u s  said goodbye to Nykerk on Oct. 1, 2015.
The opinions expressed on this page do not necessarily reflect 
those of The Anchor. Columns published in this week’s Voices sec­
tion were submitted via letters to the editor. If you would like your 
opinion heard, send your letter to anchor@hope.edu.Campus perspectives on Confederate flag incident
James Rogers
Resident and RA of Durfee Hall
A  couple weeks ago, several 
students attached a Confederate 
flag onto a shopping cart during 
a relay game behind Durfee 
Hall. Durfee residents organize 
“Durfee Dinners” in Phelps a few 
times each year. Each dinner 
always has a theme, and the 
theme of this dinner was “Dress 
Like a Redneck.” After leaving 
the dinner, the flag was brought 
out and attached to a shopping 
cart. A professor requested that 
the students remove the flag, 
and they complied. Campus 
Safety was called, and the 
individuals were told by Campus 
Safety to remove the flag from 
campus. Immediately after 
the conversation with Campus 
Safety, the flag was folded in a 
duffle bag and bound for home. 
No one in Durfee expected the 
backlash.
Following this incident, 
which lasted no more than 
five minutes, many students 
took to Yik Yak to voice their 
concerns and opinions. Yik 
Yak is a completely anonymous 
social media app, one on which 
anyone can write anything they 
want, without giving away their 
identity. Yik Yak is a way for 
people to express whatever they 
want, to whomever they want
without fear of repercussions. 
Consequently, damaging
rumors and hurtful dialogue are 
commonplace.
Many Hope students labeled 
Durfee Hall “racist" on Yik 
Yak. As a resident and resident 
assistant of Durfee Hall, I find 
this personal attack to be very 
disheartening. The actions of a 
few individuals do not warrant 
the character assassination of 
an entire residence hall. The 
individuals making these claims 
are generalizing an entire group 
of people based on the actions 
of a few. Worst of all, they are 
doing this publicly. As a dorm, 
we have no way to defend 
ourselves, and no one has 
stepped forward on our behalf 
to dispel this defamation. When 
a group of individuals is labeled 
racist, seldom do they recover.
Students have the right 
to voice their opinion on Yik 
Yak, but there is an important 
difference between constructive 
dialogue and libel. These 
damaging comments were 
without merit. The Confederate 
flag is a symbol, and a symbol 
means a lot of different things 
to a lot of different people. 
The individuals involved were 
dressed as rednecks, and the 
Confederate flag was in fact 




Sept. 29, there were two 
events on campus that had 
much in common in significance 
if not reception. Hope College 
students, some at an event 
for GROW, some enjoying a 
redneck-themed lunch with 
their peers, were exercising 
their right to express their own 
views or to play a joke and have 
some fun. Though I currently 
reside in a former Confederate 
State while not at Hope, I would 
never display the Confederate 
flag. It is, to me, a symbol that 
used to stand for the protection 
of the states’ rights against the 
federal government but has 
been tainted since then by the 
millions who have flown it in 
an attitude of racial hate and 
bigotry. However, this does not 
mean that I am against someone 
being able to fly the flag.
In a free society, we rely 
on the free exchange of ideas 
to test questions that come 
up in conversations with our 
professors and our peers. These 
questions address problems that 
arise within our society, as well 
as problems that have existed 
for thousands of years, and they 
are, more often than not, the 
same problems both then and 
now. We hold that freedom of 
speech is a God-given right, but 
in order for that speech to be 
taken seriously, our arguments 
should withstand the scrutiny of 
logical inquiry. Particularly in 
an academic environment, our 
credibility should hinge on our 
ability to formulate a coherent 
argument, then to defend it.
Challenging propositions 
and evaluating the responses 
to those propositions, be they 
of our own mind or someone 
else's, is absolutely essential to 
the process of critical thinking. 
A liberal arts college such as 
Hope should ideally promote 
an atmosphere that encourages 
such discourse, yet the lively 
exchanges that should mark a 
liberal arts college seem to be 
sorely lacking on our campus. 
Beyond the confines of this 
campus, the national and global 
conversations are passionate, 
sometimes divisive and 
sometimes offensive; but is that 
what we’re learning?
President Knapp says this 
has become a judicial matter 
for Student Development, yet 
based upon the plain language 
of the Student Code of Conduct 
those students have committed 
no violation, if they were 
compliant when told to cease 
their activities. Apparently, 
the professor mentioned in the 
email had no problem quelling 
this little “incident."
The main question that 
we must ask ourselves is this: 
why have the limits of free 
expression been set so as to 
exclude this expression? Have 
we drawn unfair conclusions 
without sufficient information? 
G R O W  purported to foster 
an inclusive environment on 
campus that is accepting of all 
people from different walks of 
life with different ethnicities, 
religious beliefs, values, ideals, 
etc.; but now the administration 
seems to be warning us that only 
some diversity is acceptable.
has culminated into a great 
opportunity for students 
at Hope College to engage 
in a thoughtful, respectful 
discussion of the Confederate 
flag and other controversial 
issues in our world. Our world 
will always be controversial
and as a global society we will 
always have differing views. 
The key to our success is a 
respectful understanding of 
these differences. It is through 
respect that we become more 
insightful human beings. As a 
campus, we have an opportunity
to grow and learn together, 
honoring our commitment 
to “the flourishing of every 




Over a decade ago now, 
there was a scandal on Hope’s 
campus. A group of students, 
concerned about weekend 
drinking, wanted to organize 
alcohol-free gatherings as an 
alternative, and in order to make 
them more attractive decided 
that each should have some 
kind of theme. Unfortunately, 
they came up with a “Ghetto 
Fabulous” party, which led to 
reactions of outrage. I remember 
seeing one of the students, who 
had planned the party sobbing, 
protesting that their motives 
had not been racist. I looked at 
her in disbelief, wondering how 
on earth she could say that.
A fewyears after that, though, 
I happened to turn on a late- 
night television talk show and 
was stunned. The guests were 
discussing Ghetto Fabulous 
as a style, and it was clear that 
the term was not demeaning 
but honorific. Ghetto Fabulous 
was a celebration, amin-vc
face affirmation of pride, and 
it was by no means confined 
to African American culture; 
Jennifer Lopez was a famous 
fan. I realized that while the 
name given the campus party 
might have been ill-advised, it 
could just possibly have been 
chosen in innocence.
In January of 2011 there 
was another scandal. Posters 
appeared in Kollen Hall 
advertising the (nonexistent) 
Kappa Kappa Kappa fraternity: 
in other words, or so it seemed, 
the KKK. An RA tore them 
up, and President Bultman 
was notified. To his credit, the 
President responded promptly, 
initiating a number of solidarity 
events and a campus-wide 
dialogue on discrimination. 
Interviewed in a special issue 
of Tire Anchor, the perpetrator 
'expressed deep remorse for his 
prank, but said he had in fact 
intended to satirize Greek Life, 
that he had actually started 
with IRA but that the Greek 
letter for R didn't come out as a 
roughtful student
wrote in a letter printed in The 
Anchor (9 March), the incident 
was undeniably stupid, but 
the backlash of vilification was 
unsettling as well.
I write this, of course, 
apropos of the Confederate flag 
incident two weeks ago. Again, 
the student perpetrators were 
swiftly charged with racism, 
but again, at least so they say, 
racism had nothing to do with 
their draping a Confederate 
flag across one of the grocery 
carts they were zooming around 
campus with. If anything, they 
were trying to evoke something 
like'the old series “Dukes of 
Hazzard.” Racism is of course 
something we should condemn 
on no uncertain terms. But 
perhaps we should also 
remember that not everyone
has been in on the same 
conversations we have, that a 
symbol can still mean different 
'things to different people, that 
in rushing so quickly to judge 
we veer dangerously close to the 
very behavior we condemn.
Have we, instead of engaging in 
civil discourse, partaken of the 
same intolerance that we aim to 
eradicate?
College campuses should 
always be centers for free 
thinking. We want and depend 
on open inquiry to flourish 
here because it is integral to 
our education. We should 
challenge each other to seriously 
consider and learn from diverse 
perspectives and try to formulate 
our own defensible opinions 
about how the world does and 
should work. Our commitments 
should be based on whether they 
have merit and weight rather 
than their popularity. The best 
professors that I’ve had over my 
years in school challenged me 
to doubt what they told me, to 
go research ideas that I didn’t 
understand or didn’t agree with, 
to make sure that my own beliefs 
were being built on solid ground.
Hope College, as a private 
institution, is not bound to
the same restrictions placed 
upon the government by the 
Constitution, so it’s up to the 
students and faculty to make sure 
that free discourse is protected 
and that Hope students leave 
here better prepared to interact 
with diverse people and ideas. 
Isn’t that, after all, one of the 
supposed strengths of a liberal 
arts education?
Regardless ofwhat you believe 
about what the Confederate flag 
has come to represent since 
the Civil War, the fact remains: 
silencing minority dissent, even 
“offensive” minority dissent, 
is contrary to action that is 
consistent with maintaining 
the free exchange of ideas and 
academic discourse. While I 
may not agree completely with 
some of the ideas that my fellow 
students have presented to me, 
I have enjoyed the chance to 
engage them and get them to 
flesh their ideas out so that I 
can better understand how to
tell them, with all due respect, 
that they’re wrong. That’s what 
I came to college for: to expand 
my knowledge base and to better 
myself through the power of 
education and contemplation.
Uncomfortable conversations 
should not be avoided just 
because they are uncomfortable. 
This reaction to controversial 
expression is troubling. What 
conversations, about any 
number of topics, will not 
be had because of how the 
administration handled this 
situation? The students of and 
graduates from Hope College 
deserve better than to leave here 
having not learned the value 
of free and civil discourse and 
inquiry, having instead adopted 
some false and intellectually 
stifling obligation to never 
question, never challenge, never 
grow. So I say again: the problem 
is not the speech or expression 
itself, but the way that it’s been 
handled.
Hope golf teams win consecutive MIAA titles
Duncan MacLean
S p o r t s  C o -Editor 
@Duncmac4
Both Hope College golf teams 
won a consecutive MIAA title 
last week in a dramatic close to 
the fall season. The men’s team 
finished in second place in the 
final jamboree of the year, secur­
ing their 13th title in the last 17 
seasons and their third consecu­
tive. The women returned to 
championship form after finish­
ing fourth in the second to last 
jamboree at Trine University, 
winning the final tournament by 
fifteen strokes.
The men’s team began this 
season returning just one of 
their championship team from 
last year. Winton Munch (T7), 
who posted a MIAA best av­
erage last season, returned to 
show the underclassmen what it 
means to play for such a storied 
program as Hope men’s golf.
“He told us about everything 
that he was able to do the last 
two years with the teams before 
us, and it made us realize that we 
wanted to be like those teams, 
and be remembered like those 
teams,” Ben Kramer (’19) said.
Kramer was one of three 
starting freshmen in this year’s 
championship lineup. Andrew 
Goble (T9) and Joshua Gibson 
(T9) rounded out the trio. The 
three had big shoes to fill com-
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CLUTCH DUTCH—  The Hope College w o m e n ’s golf t e a m  rallied from a disappointing perfor­
m a n c e  In their second to last jamboree to take their eighth program M I A A  championship.
ing into this season.
“Coach Ebels stressed that 
Hope was a school that was used 
to winning and he didn’t expect 
anything different this season. 
...Being thrown in right away 
was a little nerve-racking in the 
beginning...but it was every­
thing we dreamed of,” Kramer 
said.
Over the course of the sea­
son, the three youngsters be­
gan to click, taking advice from 
Munch and the final member 
of the championship team Kade 
Hoeksema (T8), as well as co­
captains Kevin Cross (T6) and 
Paul Bardenhagen (T6).
“We formed a brotherhood. 
...We started playing for our 
teammates and our school,” Go- 
bel said.
Even head coach Bob Ebels 
believed.
“He told us right away that he 
trusted every player in the line­
up. Knowing I had a coach who 
truly believed in me took a lot of 
pressure off,” Gobel said.
This trust came into play 
with just two jamborees left in 
the season. A  lackluster perfor­
mance at Watermark Country 
Club took the Flying Dutchmen 
out of the lead, putting them 12 
strokes back. In poor weather at 
Lenawee Country Club the team 
rallied to beat Calvin College by 
25 shots and retook the lead for 
the final showdown at home.
The Dutchmen clinched their 
19th program championship, 
their 13th in the past 17 seasons, 
finishing five strokes ahead of 
Calvin. Kramer finished first 
for Hope and sixth overall with 
a two-over-par 73. Gibson tied 
for 13th with a 75, followed by
Munch and Hoeksema with a 
pair of 76s, earning them 18th 
overall. Noble rounded out the 
starting team with a 79. Cross 
and Bardenhagen played as in­
dividuals and shot impressive 
rounds of 73 and 79, respec­
tively.
The women’s team followed 
suit, winning their final jambo­
ree of the season to clinch their 
second consecutive title. The fly­
ing Dutch of Hope golf took the 
top three finishes in the season 
closing tournament at Bedford 
Country Club. Nicole Meyer 
(T8) posted an MIAA best, 
turning in a 2-over-par 74. Her 
performance also earned her 
MIAA golfer of the week. Britini 
Gielow (T7) finished just one 
stroke behind Meyer for second 
place, securing the lowest aver­
age of the season. Megan Klint-The coming of a n e w  sports era
Adam Nottoli
S p o r t s  C o -Editor 
© A d a m N ottoli
There is a new sport craze 
sweeping not only this nation, 
but the whole world. Electronic 
Sports, or Esports for short, 
have existed for a while, but have 
only recently started garner­
ing respect. These competitions 
include a team of players and a 
coach competing head-to-head 
against another team to com­
plete certain objectives. But, 
these competitions take place 
on a digital scale, through the 
screens and keyboards of com­
puters.
Esports are competitive 
video games, most notably De- 
fnese of the Ancients (DOTA) 
2 and League of Legends. But, 
in 2014 when the champion­
ships of DOTA 2 were aired on 
ESPN3, Twitter lit up with an-
games didn’t belong on a sports 
network, as video games cannot 
be considered sports.
What exactly constitutes a 
sport? ESPN is known for being 
the number one source of sports 
broadcasting and general sports 
knowledge, and on the ESPN 
broadcast, we see The World 
Series of Poker being shown, as 
well as the World Sport Stack­
ing Championship and spelling 
bees, both of which also do not 
require any particular athletic 
ability, yet are shown on the 
ESPN. So why can these profes­
sional video games be shown?
Maybe the following of video 
game Esports isn't big enough 
for them to be considered sports. 
However, that is most definitely 
not the case. Looking back to the 
2013 NBA Championship Game 
7 Final that was broadcasted 
on ABC, we see a viewership
same year, the League of Leg­
ends World Championship was 
up for streaming on Twitch.tv, 
and garnered its own viewership 
of 32 million people, more view­
ers than those who watched the 
“real sport” championship on 
national television. In 2014, the 
total viewership of the World 
Championship was over 27 mil­
lion people, still more than the 
NBA Championship.
There are even major cash 
prizes for the winners of the 
tournaments, in much the same 
way professional athletes are 
paid. For the winning team of 
the 2015 World Championship 
Series, a prize of one million 
U.S. dollars will be awarded.
In June of 2015, ESPN also ran 
an article about “The Unkillable 
Demon King” Faker, a League 
of Legends prodigy, hailed in 
the community as probably the 
best player around. This brought 
even more attention to Esports 
as a legitimate sport.
As Esports are a worldwide 
phenomenon, they have a World 
Championship of teams from 
each division, which are under­
way currently. These include 
three teams from North Amer­
ica, three from China, three 
from Korea, three from Europe, 
two from Taiwan/Hong Kong/ 
Macao and two wildcard teams. 
The World Championships are 
divided into multiple rounds, 
with the Group Round running 
Oct. 1-4 in Paris. Teams are di­
vided into fours, and play against 
every team in their group. Then,
on Oct. 8-11, the second stage 
of the group round pitted the 
teams against each other again, 
but this time with the top two 
teams in each division moving 
on. All three American teams 
were defeated.
Next begins the Knockout 
Stage, starting with the Quar­
terfinal Round on Oct. 15-18 at 
SSE Arena Wembly in London. 
Teams begin a single elimination 
bracket that will decide who be­
comes the new champion. This 
is followed by the Semifinal 
Round on Oct. 24-25 at Brus­
sels Expo in Brussels, and the 
Final Round on Oct. 31 at the 
Mercedes-Benz arena in Berlin. 
All of these events take place 
in major stadiums with huge 
crowds of fans watching. Last 
year, the Championship game 
was held in Seoul, Korea, and 
garnered 40,000 fans to watch 
the game live.
Even if you don’t believe in 
Esports as a legitimate sport, 
you might still enjoy watch­
ing them. They are available for 
stream on Twitch.tv, or you can 
view more information at their 
website, worlds.lolesports.com. 
And, if you’re like many sports 
fans and enjoy taking part in 
Fantasy Football, Baseball, Bas­
ketball, etc., perhaps you’d like 
to take part in Fantasy Esports, 
because it does exist and plays 
exactly the same. If you’re skep­
tical, you can avoid this com­
pletely, but who knows, if you 
do try it, you might just enjoy 
what you see in Esports.
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worth (’18) rounded out Hope’s 
podium sweep with an 80 in the 
final round. Morgan Leep (’16) 
and Megan Wierenga (’18) tied 
for 23rd place.
The season was not all bird­
ies and rainbows for the women, 
however. The ladies of Hope golf 
rolled through MIAA play and 
the first jamboree, taking first 
overall in every round.
The second-to-last jamboree 
spelled disaster.
“The conditions made play­
ing hard mentally and physi­
cally. It was raining, [it] was very 
cold and there was a very strong 
wind," Meyer said. The weather 
pushed Hope back to a third 
and fourth place finish over two 
rounds. While they retained 
their lead on the league, the 
lackluster performance opened 
the door for a charging Olivet 
College squad.
“It was a tough tournament,” 
Meyer said. “We knew that we 
were better players than that.”
Head coach Greg Stafford 
summed up their play in the fi­
nal event well saying,
“The girls just played great... 
they deserved this.” The women’s 
championship was the eighth in 
program history.
Both teams’ efforts earned 
them the right to play in the 
MIAA Division III N C A A  quali­
fier in the spring.
In  B rief
HOCKEY STARTS HARD
Hope College hockey played 
two games over the weekend, 
dominating Lake Superior State 
University 11-2 and 13-0. Evan 
Augustine (‘19) lead the team 
with seven points. Hope's skat­
ing Dutchmen return to the ice 
on Thursday, Oct. 15, against 
The University of Toledo.
MIAAPLAYERS OF THE WEEK
Volleyball 
Allie Mitchell (’16) 
Libero
Women’s golf 
Nicole Meyer (’ 18)
Football
Darren Ford (’ 18) 
Kicker
T his W e e k In  Sp o r t s
Wed. Oct. 1 4
Volleyball
vs. Calvin College at 6 p.m.
M e n ’s soccer 
vs. Calvin College at 8  p.m.
Sat. Oct. 17
M e n ’s soccer 
vs. Adrian College at 4:30 p.m.
W o m e n ’s soccer
vs. Albion College at 7 p.m.
lues. Oct. 20
M e n ’s soccer 
vs. Kalamazoo College at 7 p.m.
